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MUffCKD  AND  LAIMDITCH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL JREPCKT OFFICER 

■t  %  •  _  :  ■  •.  . '  •/  •  '•>, 

GF  HUALril  K® 1957. 

v.;i  • 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1957* 

The  estimated  mid-yea.’'  population  of  the  district  was 
18, 160,  a  decrease  of  140  at-  compared  with  the  previous 
year* 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

302  births,  of  which  16  were  illegitimate,  were 
registered  during  the  year,  and  there  were  I84  deaths 
from  all  causes* 

The  birth  rate,  16.63,  has  increased  by  1  *S5  ner 
1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  1956,  whereas 
“he  England  and  Wales  rate  was  16.1. 

There  were  11  still  births  during  the  year  giving  a 
rate  of  0.60’as  compared  with  0.33  last  year.  The 
England  and  Wales  rate  was  0.38* 

The  births  comparability  factor,  the  ratio  of  the 
national  to  the  local  fertility  index,  was  1.16. 

The  number  of  deaths,  184,  was  28  less  than  in 
1956  and  gives  a  death  rate  of  10.13,  a  decrease  of  . 

1.45  per  1,000.  The  deaths  comparability  factor  v/as 
0.78.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  II. 5- 
The  decrease  in  deaths  cannot  be  ascribed  to  any 
particular  category. 
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The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  was 
3#  The  infant  mortality  rate  of  10.00  is  the  lowest  ever  to 
be  recorded  in  the  district.  The  England  and  Wales  rate  was 
23«0.  The  causes  of  death  were  prematurity  2,  rupture  of 
tentorium  eerehelli  1. 

Infectious  disease  were  responsible  for  the  following 
deaths:  -  respiratory  tuberculosis  1,  measles  1. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  - 

The  number  of  notifications  received  during  the  year 
was  811,  of  which  630  were  due  to  measles  and  133  were  due 
to  whooping  cough. 

The  incidence  of  the  notifiable  diseases  is  given  in  the 
following-  tables,  the  first  giving  the  total  notifications 
with  the  correspond i ng  figures  for  the  previous  three  years, 
and  the  second  table  giving  the  age  distribution. 


j  Disease 

1957. 

1956 

1955 

;  Notifcn.  Rate  : 

per  1,000  pop. 

!  M.  &  L.  II  E.  &  W.  1 

1954  :  !  1 

|  Scarlet  fever 

5 

43 

6 

20  |  v  |  I 

1  Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

2  j  I  | 

:  Measles 

630 

50 

7 

132  i  34.7  I  34.1  i 

i  Whooping  Cough" 

135 

3 

43 

50  ;  7.43  ;i  1.9  i 

:  Pneumonia 

16 

16 

15 

7  1  0.88  !;  0.73 

;  Meningitis 

1 

— 

1 

11  it  1 

;  Poliomyelitis 

.1 

1 

2 

3  I  1  f 

i  Dysentery 

16 

48 

10 

f  :•  j 

|  Pood  poisoning 

2 

1 

,.8 

1  h  i!  ! 

i  Infectious  hepatitis 

2 

1 

1 

3  :  11  . 

j  Puerperal  pyrexia 

2 

1 

- 

3  1  11  | 

|  Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

1 

- 

-  \  ij  . 

j  Diphtheria 

— 

- 

— 

1  !  H  1 

:  * :  j 

J  Total 

811 

166 

94 

223  j  |  | 
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Age  Group 


Disease 

jo4  1- 

■j  2- 

3- 

1  4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45p. 

55-| 

65-  j 

$ 

Scarlet  fever 

j ,  - 

«»• 

mm 

-1 

2 

1 

imm 

1 

mm 

Erysipelas 

j 

— 

- 

i  - 

- 

- 

— 

—  : 

- 

1 

-  j 

- 

Measles 

12 

34 

142 

;39 

98 

'343 

84 

11  : 

9 

4 

— 

“  : 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

i  6 

13 

10 

12 

;16 

72 

4 

- 

2 

— 

-  | 

-  j 

Pneumonia 

1  - 

:  - 

;  - 

j  - 

!  1 

1 

3  ! 

3 

3 

2  j 

3  1 

Meningitis 

3 

- 

•  - 

1  - 

1  - 

- 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

Pol iomyelitis 

;  ~ 

— 

- 

- 

:  - 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

- 

—  ; 

- 

Dysentery 

:  — 

1 

:  - 

j  1 

i  2. 

:  10 

- 

2 

— 

— 

—  ; 

- 

Food  poisoning 

- 

.  — 

;  ~ 

I  - 

- 

j  1 

— 

1  | 

- 

- 

— 

-  ; 

- 

Infectious  hepatit 

is  - 

- 

- 

:  - 

j  — 

:  1 

— 

— 

1 

- 

—  l 

•  - 

'.Puerperal  pyrexia 

:  — 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

- 

— 

1  | 

1 

— 

—  : 

Total 

18  Y8 

52. 

:52 

7C 

I 

429 

91 

18  | 

14 

ic  j 

4  j 

2  ] 

3  [ 

Mead.es 


The  district  had  little-  measles  since  1952  end  it  was  there¬ 
fore  not  surprising  that,  when  the  disease  came,  there  should 
have  "been  a  very  high  incidence*  Even  with  the  record  number 
of  notifications,  630,  it  is  felt  that  there  are  still  a  large 
number  of  susceptible  children  in  the  community*  The  disease 
was  generally  mild  in  character. 


Here  again  a  record  number  of  notifications,  135*  was 
received.  For  several  years  now  whooping  cough  has  been 
milder  in  character.  This  gives  rise  to  difficulties  in  diagnosis 

even  if  the  family  doctor  is  called  in  and  there  can  be  little 

doubt  that  many  more  mild  cases  occurred*  Two  infants,  who 
contracted  the  disease,  Y/ere  aged  5  and  11  Y/eeks  respectively. 

As  the  combined  diphtheria  -  whoopi  ng  cough  prophylactic 
is  now  generally  used  for  immunisation  an  attempt  was  made  to 
ascertain  its  value*  Of  46  children  aged  4  years  and. under  who 
vere  notified  as  having  had  whooping  cough  I  have  records  of 
mly  three  children  Y/ho  had  been  immunised  against  the  disease* 
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The  cases  occurred  in  R.A.F.  families  stationed  at 
Swanton  Morley  and  two  families  living  at  Hoe®  The  first 
case  in  a  hoy  aged  years,  not  at  school,  was  notified 
on  18th.  March.  The  remaining'  cases  were  notified  on  and 
after  3rd*  April*  No  "connection  was  traced  between  the 
first  and  subsequent  cases.  As  the  children  attended 
Swahton  Morley  School  the  precaution  was  taken  to  have  the 
school  canteen  staff  examined.  The  laboratory  reports  were 
negative  and  it  was  therefore  assumed  that'  they  were  not 
responsible  for  the  outbreak. 

Food  Poisoning  ~ 

Two  cases  of  salmonella  infection  were  notified.  The 
first  was  a  young  nurse  at  the  Norfolk  &  Norwich  Hospital  who 
contracted  the  infection  at  the  time  this  hospital  was  experiencing 
a  severe  outbreak  of  food  poisoning. 

The  second  case  occurred  in  a  young  girl  from  Sv/anton  Morely. 
Although  this  occurred  at  the  same  time  there  was  no  connection 
with  the  hospital  outbreak  and  no  source  could  be  traced. 

The  outbreak  at  the  Norfolk  &  Norwich  Hospital  necessitated 
a  considerable  amount  of  work  in  following  up  the  discharged 
patients  from  hospital. 

Tuberculosis 

During  the-  year  U+  cases  were  added  to  the  register  of 
which  one  was  an  inward  transfer. 

The  comparative  figures  for  the  preceding  three  years 

were  :  -- 
■» 

195,6  -  '  16,  1955  -  6,  1954  20, 
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The  distribution  of  the  14  cases  by  age  and  sex  is  given 
in  the  following  table. 


[  Age  Period 

Pulmonary 

1  M.  F. 

N  on-pulmonary 
.  i  M.  F* 

1:5- 

15 

— 

1 

1  .  « 

i  16  - 

25 

1  j 

2 

j  1 

— 

1  26  - 

35 

|  - 

1  (a) 

— 

— 

1  36  - 

45 

- 

— 

j  - 

— 

!  46  - 

55 

j  2  ! 

1 

- 

— 

1  56  - 

65 

i  i  1 

1 

— 

— 

i  66  - 

75 

i  ] 

— 

— 

— 

|  76  - 

85 

|  l  j 

- 

i  - 

— 

j  6  j 

6  (a) 

|  1 

1 

(a)  denotes  one  inward' transfer 


There  was  one  death  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year* 


The  numbers  remaining  on  the  register  Y/ere 


■* 

Pulmonary 

N  on-pulmonary 

Grand  i 

. .  •  . . 

: 

:  * 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F.  Total 

!  Total  ! 

31.12.56. 

\  25 

:  25 

1  50 

14  i 

16  I 

30 

)  80  | 

31.12.57. 

26 

j  28 

;  54 

15  ; 

17 

32 

1  ”  86  j 

The  statistics  for  the  County  of  Norfolk  per  1*000  of 
the  population  in  1957  are  given  below  with  the  data  for 
Mitford  and  Launditch  in  brackets  for  purposes  of  comparison* 


j  Formal  Notifications 

!  I 

l  1 

\  Pulmonary  1  Ca,se  Rate 

Non-pulmonary  j  Case  Rate  1 

|  133  (11)  j  0.35  (0.60) 

22  (2)  j  0.057  (0.10)  | 
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The  mortality  figures  for  the  same  period,  were  :~ 


fhlmonary 
16  (l) 

B.  C  •  G-...  Vaccination 


Case  Rate 

N  on-pulmonar  y 

0.04  (0.06) 

n  (0) 

Case...  Rate.. 
.029  (0.0) 


This  was  extended  to  all  schools  in  this  district  which 
had  children  of  - 14  years  and  over  on  the  register* 


The  results  are  summarised  in  the  following  table 


I  Refusals 

;  Preliminary  Test  1 

4.  M) 

Vaccinated 

Final  Test  1 

j  233 

r? 

I  85  204  1 

203 

191  j 

Not  Tested 
12 


Dr*  G-*  F.  Barran,  Chest  Physician,  very  kindly  screened 
76  of  the  children  whose  preliminary  skin  test  was  positive* 
Three  of  these  were  recalled  for  more  detailed  investigation  ■ 
none  showed  any  evidence  of  active  tuberculous  infection* 


The  acceptance  rate  was  55%,  the  lowest  in  the  district 
being  Lit  chain  'with  only  36%. 

X  Ray  Survey 


Hie  Norwich  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Dereham  from 
29th*  January  to  Uth.  February  and  2*793  (males  1,308,  females 
1,285)  miniature  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out. 

So  far  as  T*B.  is  concerned  the  Unit  ascertained  :~ 

1  active  case  requiring  immediate  treatment. 

2  cases  requiring  chest  clinic  observation. 

1  ca.se  inactive  post  primary. 

1  case  previously  diagnosed. 

ti 

Cancer  of  the  Lung 


It  is  very  gratifying  to  record  that  only  one  death  this 
year  wras  due  to  this  cause. 
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Causes  of  Death 


The  causes  of  death  are  given  in  the  following  table 
supplied  by  the  Registrar.  General. 


:  ^ 

Male 

Female 

Total 

;  Tuberculosis  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

j  Measles 

1 

- 

1 

f  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

6 

i  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 

j  bronchus 

1 

.  — 

1 

j  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

3 

3 

i  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

1 

1 

j  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

1  neoplasms 

6 

9 

15 

j  Leukaemia 

2 

- 

2 

; Diabetes 

3 

1 

4 

i  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

6 

21 

27 

; Coronary  disease,  angina 

12 

12 

24 

|  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

3 

3 

!  Other  heart  disease 

17 

19 

36 

| Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

7 

13 

j Influenza 

4 

- 

4 

I  Pneumonia 

8 

3 

13 

f  Bronchitis 

4 

1 

5 

i 

S  Other  disease  of  respiratory 
system 

’ 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

- 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

| 

5 

- 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill  def ined 
disease 

7 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

[ill  other  accidents 

- 

4 

4 

j  Suicide 

I  1 

— 

1 

j Total 

!  87 

97 

184 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population  ( estimated  mid-1957 ) 
Rateable  value  (1st.  April  1957) 
Estimated  product  of  a  penny 
rate  (1st*  April  1957) 


•  -102,371 
18,160 
£  82,932 

£  342 


MEDICAL  STATISTICS 


Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year,  relating . 
to  the  net  births  and  deaths,  after  correction  for  outward 
and  inward  transfers,  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar  Gen eral 


•  -  ..... 

Mitford  &  1 

Launditch 

England 
&  Wales 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male  s  |  P ema.le  s 

Total 

1957  : 

1956  | 

1957 

co  1 

L o 

i — ! 

N~\  00 

i — i 

286 

16 

16.1 

Total 

141  161 

302 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  roni  r?r>nt  population 

16.63  1 

H 

Vjl 

• 

o 

GO 

r  STILL' BIRTHS . 

Legitimate 
:  Illegitimate 

8  j  3 

11 

;  Total. 

8  j  3 

11 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

0.60 

0.33 

0.38 

!  HEATHS 

rajt.  ■  :rz — 

!  (All  ages) 

87  j  97 

184 

•:  • 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 


10.13 


11.58 


11.5 
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Males 


Females  Total 


Mitford  &  England 
Launditch  &...  Wales 


;  £ 

INFANT  DEATHS  I 
(Under  1  year)  \ 

j  .1  r 

Legitimate  \ 

Illegitimate 

1 

I  ro 

1 

Total 

1 

2  1  3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

“1  •  "1  ^  •  1  T 

per  1,000 

1957 


19.56 


10.00  21.74  23.0 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme 

The  following  immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  by  general  practitioners  and  the  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer. 


Diphtheria  Alone 


f  Under  1 

12(3 

4(5-9  j 10-14 

Total 

Primary  *  29 

18  3  I  1 

2  49  |  17 

119 

Reinforcing  j  ~ 

'  £ 

-  / 

/ 

* 

* 

5  < 

1  j  159  1  103  j  263 

Total  i  382 

ia  and  Whooping  Gough 


|  Under  1 

1 

;  2 

3 

:  4  i  5-9  10-14 

Total  ? 

Primary 

93 

38 

1  8 

1 

4  |  -  - 

1  144  | 

t* 
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V  £lC  cihnat  i  ons 


The  number  of  vaccinations  continued  to  show  a  slight 
increase. 


I  j Under  1 

1  ! 

2-4 

I  5-14 

15  &  over 

Total 

*  $ 

i  Primary  \  83 

6  j 

5 

j  1 

10 

105 

j  Revaccinations  j  - 

- 

1 

1  4 

8 

13 

Polio  Vaccinations 

The  vaccination  of  children  born  in.  the.  .years  1947  -  1954 
was  continued  and  in  July  1957  the  campaign  was  extended  to 
include  children  born  in  1955  and  1956. 

Shortage  of  supplies  of  vaccine ,  particularly  British,  was 
an  unfortunate  occurrence  and  this  made  planning  and  the  appro¬ 
priate  timing  of  the  second  vaccination  difficult. 

In  December  1957  the  Ministry  of  Health  announced  that 
vaccination  would  be  offered  to  expentant  mothers,  to  certain 
other  priority  groups  and  to  children  over  six  months  and  undei 
15  years  of  age. 

In  all  819  children  received  a  full  course  of  itwo 
vaccinations  during  the  year. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949 

One  new  case  of  tuberculosis  in  milk  herds,  was  notified 
during  the  year  and  later  the  restriction  notice  was  removed. 

The  restriction  notice  still  remains  on  one  of  the  old 
cases  of  Brucella  abortus  infection  which  remained  on  at 
31.  12.  56.  Sampling  for  Brucella  abortus  has  now  been 
discontinued  but  is  still  being  done  in  non-designated  herds 
for  tuberculosis. 
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Housing 


The  number  of  houses  built  in  1957  was 

(a)  By  the  Council  14 

(b)  By  private  enterprise  10 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  list  at  31st* 
December  1957  was  304,  an  increase  of  26. 

It  is  a  matter  of  deep  concern  that  the  economic 
situation  of  the  country  has  resulted  in  a  virtual  cessati  on 
of  building  by  the  Council.  The  adequate  housing  of  the 
people  is  the  most  important  problem  which  the  Council  has  to 
face. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
report  for  1955* 


’’Details  of  the  unfit  houses  in  the  area,  which  are 
divided  into  three  stages  as  far  as  priority  for  damol i  +Hon  is 
concerned,  are  as  follows:- 


. Category . 

5.  Unfit 

..Unoccupied. 

dwellings 

. £ 

1 

. 

. :st\ 

y  | 

Total  No.  scheduled  unfit 
houses 

689 

199 

343 

166 

180  1 

Deduct  No.  unoccupied 
dwellings 

199 

163 

19 

17  1 

No.  occupied  unfit  dwellings 

490 

180 

147 

163 

The  Council,  in  accepting  the  report,  decided  that  the 
estimated  time  for  demolishing  the  above  490  occupied  nnfit  dwelling 
would  be  15  years,  and  that  stages,  1,  2  &  3*  De  "the  first,  second 
and  third  five  year  programmes  respectively”. 

It  will  not  be  inappropriate  to  reca.ll  that  32  houses  were 
built  by  the  Council  in  1955  ancL  20  houses  in  195h* 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  9  1937  and  1918 


Part  1  of  the  Act, 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  ilnspec- 
on  lions 

Register  j 

Number 

of 

written 

notices 

Occup¬ 

iers 

pros¬ 

ecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1, 2,3^4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  the  Local. 
Authority 

2  j  4 

1 

- 

<- 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

53  I  89 

6 

- 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

X 

- 

- 

Total 

55  |  93 

7 

- 

2*  Cases  in  whi  r*h  w^re  f  on  rid 


Pound 


Remedied 


Referred  (Referred 
to  H*M.  (by  HRio 


Want  of  cleanlinless 
Over  crowdi  ng 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
( a  )  Insuf f i  cie nt 
(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c. 

Other 
Act  r 


Not  sonar ate  for  sexes 


jy.r 


;s  against  the 


4 

2 

12 

3 


4 

2 

1.2 

3 


Inspector  j Inspector 


rf  ■ 


j  21 

91 

C. 

— 
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No  prosecutions  were  instituted  undei  the  Act* 


K..>  O 


The  duties  of  Appointed  Factory  Doctor  were  transferred 
to  Dr.  O’Connor,  Dereham,  during  the  year. 

Of  the  182  examinations  carried  out  80  “were  juveniles 
residing  or  working  in  Mitford  and  Launditch. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


Local  Health  Services  under  Part  111 
Domestic  Help  Service 

53  occasional  home  helps  were  employed  during  the  year 
and  51  cases  were  assisted  in  the  Mitford  and  Launditch 
districto 

Mental  Health  -  Administration 

.  -  t 

Mr.  Ao  Boothman,  Welfare  Off  now,  roiuain^  in  oliarge* 

41  cases  were  admitted  to  mental  hospitals,  3^  of  these 
being  voluntary  patients,  3  certified,  1  dealt  with  under 
Section  20  and  1  dealt  with  under  Section  21  of  the  Lunacy 
Act. 

Mental  Defectives 


The  following  cases  were  visited  and  reported  on 
periodically  :~ 

'  Under  statutory  supervision  ^0 

1  Under  friendly  supervision  16 

-  Under  guardianship  1 

8  children  attend  occupation  centres  and  8  receive 
training  at  home. 

i 

3  cases  were  admitted  to  the  M.D.  Colony. 
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Old  People1  s  Welfare 

There  a re  now  13  old  people’s  clubs  in  the  Area,  two 
having  been  formed  during  the  year.  The  total  membership 
is  approximately  400, 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

One  new  case  was  dealt  with  at  the  end  of  1956  under  the 
emergency  procedure  of  the  later  act.  This  old  man  of  80, 
a  widower,  was  living  with  a  son.  For  some  time  he  had 
refused  the  help  of  other  members  of  the  family  and  was  living 
in  conditions  of  great  filth.  He  has  settled  down  satisfactorily 
in  Beech  House,  Gressenhall. 

Applicati ons  for  his  continued  retention  and  that  of  the  old 
lady  previously  referred  to  are  made  to  the  Magistrates  Courts 
every  three  months.  It  is  appreciated  that  there  are  good 
reasons  why  the  three  monthly  application  to  the  Magistrates 
Courts  should  be  the  general  rule.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  my 
belief  that,  where  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  individuals  return 
to  the  community,  this  period  could  be  extended  to  a  year  without 
any  harm  being  caused  to  the  individual. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.B.  GUILD. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  REPORT 
for  the  Year  1957 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

A  further  effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  fill  the 
vacancy  for  a  2nd.  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector.  One 
candidate  was  interviewed  and  offered  the  appointment  which 
he  later  declined.  It  was  therefore  decided  to  re-advert ise 
in  1958c 

Welter  Supplies 

Regrouping 

The  Technical  Panel  which  was  set  up  in  the  County  to 
consider  the  regrouping  of  water  undertakings  was  supplied 
with  detailed  particulars  of  our  undertaking.  This  was 
explained. at  an  interview  I  had  with  the  Panel  and  during 
a  visit  which  they  made  to  selected  schemes.  A  comprehensive 
report  was  received  on  the  subject  of  the  existing  water 
schemes  in  the  County  with  their  proposals  for  implementing 
the  regrouping  policy.  In  so  far  an  your  district  is 
concerned  it  was  suggested  that  we  should  be  grouped  with 
several  similar*  authorities  to  be  known  as  the  Norfolk 
Chalk  Area,. 

The  report  was  ^considered  by  the  Norfolk  branch  of  the 
R.  D.  C*s  Association  and  an  explanatory  meeting  was  held 
by  the  County  Council  for  the  authorities  in  the  Chalk  Area. 

As  a  result  it  was  decided  to  set  up  a  Committee  to  advise 
on  the  administrative  and  financial  considerations  of  the 
TechnicaJL  Panel*  s  proposals 9  and  also  to  appoint  a  Steering 
Committee  on  which  ea.ch  authority  would  be  represented. 
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Construction 


A  local  inquiry  was  held  by  a  Ministry  Inspector  into  our 
proposals  for  the  village  schemes  at  We asenham,  Fransham  and 
Lyng#  In  view  of  the  high  iron  content  at  Fransham  the  Water 
Committee  agreed  to  the  Minister’s  proposal  that  an  iron  removal 
plant  should  be  installed. 

Mainlaying  was  completed  at  Bees  ton  and  work  commenced  on 
the  installation  of  the  iron  removal  plant.  The  untreated 
water  was  offered  to  consumers  and  connection  work  proceeded 
during  thb  year. 

The  Water  Committee  gave  instructions  to  their  Consulting 
Engineers  to  prepare  schemes  for  the  parishes  of  Bintree, 
Tittleshall  and  G-t.  Dunham,  and  decided  that  Bawde swell. 
Seaming  and  East  Tuddenham  should  be  programmed  to  follow. 

Maintenance 

>  m-.z-ars- xrrr*  -  rjcTiir---MSi&r.%Mz:tjr'-VK:zsz> 

During  tank  cleaning  operations  at  North  Elmharn,  extensive 
corrosion  pitting  was  noticed  on  the  base  of  the  tank  and 
similar  conditions  v/ere  found  at  Mattisha.il.  The  Consulting 
Engineers,  the  tank  construction  contractors,  and  a  represent¬ 
ative  of  the  paint  manufacturers  examined  the  tanks  and 
recommended  that  the  aluminium  paint  which  had  been  used 
internally  was  uhsui table  for  use  under  water.  The  tank 
manufacturers  therefore  agreed  that  the  Inside,  of  the  tanks 
should  be  cleaned  down  and  repainted  with  "Asphaltene”  an  inert 
paint  recommended  by  the  paint  manufacturers  for  this  purpose. 
The  work  was  carried  out  by  direct  labour  on  all  three  tanks. 

No  major  breakdowns  or  bursts  occurred  during  the  Jrear, 
the  most  common  failure'  being  due  to  electricity  supply 
breakdowns  or  the  effect  of  lightning  striking  the  overhead 
electric  supply  mains. 
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General 


The  experiment  to  remove  iron  from  the  supply  on  the 
East  Tuddenham  housing  site  as  described  in  my  last  report 
did  not  prove  successful  and  as  a  result  of  representations 
from  the  Parish  Council,  the  Housing  Committee  instructed 
me  to  instal  .a  small  iron  removal  plant,  subject  to  Ministry 
approval.  r  v 

Further  ..connection  work  to  pre-war  Council  houses  was 
carried  out  .at  Shipdham,  S  want  on  Morley,  North  Elmham,  Mileham 
and  Colkirk  so  that  now  only  the  Council  houses  in  Beeston  are 


without  mains  water  where 

such  a  supply  is 

available • 

Pork  is 

programmed  for 

these  to  be 

connected  during 

next  year. 

St 

atistics 

- 

No*  of 

Estimated 

Gallons 

!  Gallons 

Parish 

Connec- 

Pop; 

Pumped 

Purchased 

tions 

Supplied 

Ho eke ring 

67 

216 

923,663 

|  Nil 

Litcham 

144 

. : . 464 . 

1,942,780 

3 .  ) 

Mat  ti  shall 

190 

1 . 612 

'  3,193,070 

"Nil" 

North  Elmham 

197 

!  635 

2,546,770 

Nil 

Lt.  Dunham 

1  57 

183 

;  Nil 

595,850 

Rough  am 

65 

209  . 

: . 709 , 528" 

Nil . 

Shipdham 

219 

1  705 

Nil 

!  1.8.10,000 

whissohsett 

110 

!  •  354 

!  1,276,047 

Nil 

Swanton  Morley 

111 

1 .  357 

pOU, 808 

Nil 

S earning 

i . . 20 . 

. 1 . 64 . 

Nil 

323,830 

Mileham . 

77 

248 

1,071,216 

Nil 

Colkirk 

106 

i  341 

971,921 

Nil 

Beeston 

57 

. ; .  185 

N.A. 

Nil 

Total 

1  1420 

i  4571 

1 13, 620,803 

;  2,729,680 

16,350,4 83. 

Total  -  1956 

(1249) 

(4020) 

( 10,184, 129) (2, 526, 150) 

12,710,27.9 

Total  average  gallons  per  day  -  44,760 

Average  gallons  per  head  per  day  for  district  -  10.49 
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Private  Vfatcr  Supplies 

During  the  year  75  samples  were  taken  fcas  under: - 


b ells  • • . 

60 

Satisfactory 

...  21 

Uns  at i sf actorv 

...  36 

- 

Suspicious 

3 

Bores  • • • 

15 

Satisfactory 

14 

Unsatisfactory 

...  1 

Sewers  and.  Sev/age  disposal 

Ditches  at  N.  Elmham  and  Litcham  vrere  cleaned  out  during 
the  year  and  the  Council  adopted  a  new  policy  thereby  an 
annuaJ.  maintenance  agreement  was  arranged  with  a  local  man 
for  Bawdesy/ell  ditch.  I  feel  this  is  a  policy  which  might 
be  extended  to  all  the  ditches  which  the  Council  undertakes 
to  clean. 

Constant  daily  flushing  during  several  periods  of  cold 
weather  averted  damage  to  the  Seaming  sewer,  although  some 
ice  formation  took  plane. 


40  visits  were  ma.de  in  connection  with  ditches. 

Drainage 

A  further  48  existing  houses  installed  ¥.C*s  etc.  Much 
of  this  work  was  carried  out  under  the  improvement  grant 
scheme. 

Many  problems  have  arisen  during  the  year  due  to  blocked 
soakage  systems  and  we  have  carried  out  experiments  with 
t?Sokoff”  a  proprietary  fluid  designed  to  dissolve  grea.se  and 
reopen  the  soil  for  soakage.  No  appreciable  success  was 
achieved  in  the  old  soakage  pits  which  ha.d  been  chosen  in  a 
variety  of  soils. 
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On  housing,  .sites  where  this  trouble  occurred  - 
particularly  at  North  Elmham  -  further  soakage  pits  have 
been  constructed  and  dosed  with  Sokoff  from  the  start  in 
the  hope  that  it  would  prolong  the  life  of  the  pit.  This  . 
policy  has  not  yet  been  working  long  enough  to  form  an 
opinion.  I  consider  that  in  this  district  disposal  of 
effluents  by  soakage  is  a  short  term  policy  bound  to  give 
rise  eventually  to  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  can  only 
be  cured  temporarily  by  construction  of  further  soakage 
areas  and  the  land  for  this  use  is  likely  to  be  limited. 

Yfnere  irrigation  trenches  have  been  used  in  gardens  complaints 
are  received  when  the  gardens  are  cultivated  and  the  ground  is 
found  to  be  foul  under  the  surface.  Similarly  the  effluents 
from  these  small  plants  are  seldom  of  a  standard  which  permits 
discharge  into  a  ditch  even  on  the  rare  occasions  where  such  a 
ditch  carries  sufficient  water  to  permit  reasonable  dilution 
of  the  effluent.  I  would  once  more  stress  therefore  that  such 
action  as  your  Housing  Officer  and  I  have  recommended  on 
Housing  sites  v/here  this  trouble  has  occurred  can  only  be  a 
palliative.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  plants  of  this 
type  throughout  the  district  is  therefore  of  concern  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  credit  restrictions  will  ease  sufficiently 
in  the  near  future  to  enable  the  Council  to  proceed  with 
village  sewerage  schemes. 

No  complaints  were  received  concerning  Beeston  Cannery 
disposal  works.  NThe  manager  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
efforts  he  is  making  to  produce  a  satisfactory  effluent 
especially  when  it  is  recognised  that  the  treatment  of  such 
wastes  as  this  present  some  of  the  most  difficult  problems 
known  in  the  sewage  purification 'field.  22  visits  were  made 
to  the  plant  during  which  we  were  able  to  offer  advice  and 
assistance. 

Refuse  Collection  ■ 

The  collection  was  efficiently  maintained  throughout  the 
year  by  Mr.  W.  Peeke,  in  the  parish  of  Litcham  and  Messrs. 
Edwin  Clark,  Ltd.  for  the  remainder  of  the  area. 
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I  regret  that  there  has  "been  no  improvement  in  the 
dustbin .  situation  hut  efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to 
secure  a  better  type  of  container  by  drawing  the  attention 
of  the  user  to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  following 
information  supplied  by  the  dustmen*  At  the  present  time 
this  method  of  approach  has  had  little  if  any  effect*  •' 

Difficulties  are  also  experienced  in  the  care  of  the 
tips,  particularly  the  widespread  distribution  of  litter 
during  high  winds.  The  contractors  are  responsible  for  tip 
maintenance  but  contend  that  this  condition  arises  because 
of  the  raking  over  of  the  pits  by  various  persons. 
Co-operation  of  the  police  has  been  sought  and  obtained  with 
a  view  to  warning  off  such  persons. 

North  Elmharn  and  Lyng  pits  were  again  on  fire  for  a 
considerable  period  but  no  damage  was  caused. 


soil  collection  and  ces; 


emptying 

-rn.  ■au.T^T'T.ri*..  i  .hr  j j r. 


A  weekly  night  soil  collection  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  under  contract  by  Mr®  W.  Peeke,  in  Litcham 
and  Messrs.  Edwin  Clark  Ltd.  in  the  remainder  of  the 
district. 


The  cesspool  emptying  service  by  which  each  cesspool' 
is  emptied  twice  ..free  cf.  charge  on  request  in  the  twelve 
months  from  1st.  June  each  year  has  been  continued. 

1,417  cesspool  servicings  were  made  during  the  year. 

69  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  Refuse 
and  Night  soil  collection  services,  including  inspections 
of  tips • 
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Prevention  of 


Your  Council  employ  three  full  time  rat  catchers  who  cover 
the  whole  area.  A  summary  of  visits  and  treatments  carried 
out  by  them  is  given  below 


Type  of  \ 

Property  1 

No.  ji 

Inspected  !j 

Inf  ea  t  at  i  on 
Major  Minor 

Treated 
!l  Major  Minor 

: :  il 

L.A.  f 

83  |1 

3 

50 

H  ^ 

50  i 

1  levelling  s 

13,650  || 

8 

2,802 

||  5 

2, /3»6  i 

j  'Agricultural 

1,904  I 

3 

28 

|  1 

18  j 

|  Easiness  Premises; 

597  | 

— 

21 

— 

13  j 

|  Total 

16,234  II 

14 

2,901 

II  9 

2,817  ; 

Housing  &  Public  Health  Acts 

No ,  of  c  omp  1  aint  s 

investigated 

•  •  • 

62 

No.  of  inspections 

and  re-inspections 

•  •  • 

398 

No.  of  Moveable  Dwellings  inspected 

*  •  • 

27 

Informal  requests, 
repair  etc. 

to  carry  out 

work  of 

... 

> 

57 

Work  completed  as 

a  result  of 

above 

•  * « 

46 

Statutory  Notices 

served 

... 

1 

Work  completed 

• .  • 

Nil 

No.  houses  considered  incapable  of  being 

made  fit  at  a  reasonable  expense  ...  27 
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Demolition  Orders  made 


•  •  • 


17 


Closing  Orders  made  .  * .  Nil 
Derelict  houses  demolished  , . .  ,  11 
Undertakings  not  to  re-let  accepted  « • •  4 
Inprovement  dr  ants 


Tot o-l  dwellings 
to  date 

for  which  grant  approved 

•  •  • 

136 

Total  dwellings 
during  1957 

for  which  grant  approved 

*  »  • 

21 

Total  dwellings 

work  completed 

•  •  • 

112 

Total  dwellings 

work  completed  1957 

•  • . 

36 

Value  of  grants 

approved  to  date 

•  •  • 

£  35,276 

Value  of  grants 

approved  during  1957 

•  •  • 

£  5,895 

Preliminary  visits  and  consultation 

•  •  * 

44 

Visits  to  work  in  progress 

•  •  • 

91 

Slum  Clearance  Programme 


It  was  decided  to  proceed  with  the  programme  in  the 
parishes  of  Matt i shall,  Hardingham  and  Mileham  and  individual 
demolition  orders  were  ma.de  in  each  ca.se .  The  Housing 

Committee  has  the  question  of  replacement  dwellings  in  hand. 

-  *  <•  ••*• 

During  the  year  as  a.  result  of  action  carried  out  by  the 
earners  4  properties  were  removed  from  the  Slum  Clearance 
Programme. 
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Total  houses  scheduled  under  the  programme  ...  632 

No.  dealt  with  during  1957  ...  31 

Houses  remaining  *  ...  601 

Despite  local  and  personal  problems  -which  occurred  in 
the  rehousing  of  tenants  displaced  as  a  result  of  the 
programme  at  i?hissonsett,  Bintree  and  Swanton  Morley 
successful  solutions  were  found.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
pressure  was  being  brought  to  bear  on  the  owners  to  carry 
out  demolition.  Two  houses  at  Shipdham  which  were 
dangerous  were  demolished  by  the  Council. 

Food  Premises 


I  regret  that  staff  shortage  has  not  enabled  us  to 
carry  out  much  v/ork  in  this  respect  but  it  is  pleasing 
to  record  that  a  few  shop  keepers  have  sought  to  improve 
their  own  conditions  and  we  have  boon  pH  eased  to  help 
and  advise  in  these  cases. 


No.  of  food  premises  in  the  area  ...  186 

No.  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 

(a)  Ice  Cream  ...  52 

(b)  Sausages  etc.  •••  10 

No.  of  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and 

Dairies  Regulations,  1949  -  1954  14 

No.  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises 

with  informative  comment  as  necessary  ...  42 


No  educational  activities  are  carried  out. 

Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  -  is  coloured  and 
collected  by  hide  and  condemned  meat  Contractor.  Canned  foods 
pierced  and  collected  by  refuse  collectors. 
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No  special  examination  of  a  stock  or  of  a  consignment  of 
food  has  been  found  necessary. 

There  axe  no  producers  in  the  district  under  the  Ice 
Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations  1947  -  52. 


Meat  Inspection 

No.  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  ...  9 


No.  of  visits 

•  • 

• 

201 

;  Carcasses  and  Offal  inspected  and 

condemned 

in  whole  or 

;  in  parto 

Cattle 

Sheep  | 

;  8z  l 

Lambs  | 

Pigs 

Horses 

1  Number  killed 

550 

j  573  1 

1431 

Nil 

j Number  inspected 

345 

:  380  1 

739 

Nil  | 

:  /ill  disease  except 

i  Tuberculosis  & 

-!  i 

^  Cysticerci 

"Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Nil 

1  Nil  1 

1 

Nil  j 

j  Caroases  of  which 
|  some  part  or  organ 
;  w.as condemned 

92 

:  12  1 

19 

Nil  j 

;  -  J-JL  O  C  vfc  ^  '  ♦ 

|  Percentage  of  the 
:  npjnber  inspected 
[  affected  with 
i  disease  other 
;  than  tuberculosis 
;  and  cysticerci 

14.2 

2.12  | 

2.70 

Nil 
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Cattle 

Sheep 

Sc 

Pigs 

;  Horses } 

KberculQiis’rpnly'l'' 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Mil 

Lambs 

\ 

V 

Nil 

///<  » t  it  ft  •  /  *»  •  rrt-r  1 1  /•»  t*  >  /  ft  /  *  t  rft* 

1  Nil 

Nil  | 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

12 

Nil 

!  14 

Nil  j 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

2.18 

Nil 

j  1.9 

'  |  Nil  : 

Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
w/as  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

1  Nil 

Nil  | 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
r ef riger a ti on 

Nil 

Nil 

I  Nil 

1  Nil  : 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

|  Nil 

|  Nil  1 

Ice  Cream  Sampling 


T 

Samples  of  xce  Cream  and  ^ced  Lollies  submitted  for 
examination  are  as  follows  2- 

Ice  Cream  Grade  1  .  • .  9 

Grade  2  •  •  •  2 

Iced  Lollies  Satisf  actory  •  •  •  7 
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Inspections  made 


•  •  • 


15 


Petroleum  Acts 


3  new  licences  were  issued  and  10  inspections  were 
made  in  connection  with  the  new  installations. 

Milk  -  Special  Designations 

HI.  t  MI  jjl ■  ry..,-  mnx  .m-  rik»uj.3C— n> 

Dea.lers  licences  to  use  designation  T.T,  «*• 

BeaHers  licences  to  use  pasteurised  . . . 

Dealers  licences  to  use  sterilised  . . . 

Supplementary  licences  to  use  .  • . 

designation  l.T. 

Supplementary  licences  to  use  •  •  • 

pasteurised 

Visits  to  milk  retailers  ... 

In  all  cases  Y/here  designated  milk  licences  are  in 
force,  the  milk  is  purchased  in  bottle  from  Yrholesale 
dairies  outside  the  district. 

Factories  Act,  1937  -  1948 

93  visits  were  made  of  Factories,  and  details  of 
these  and  action  taken  in  respect  of  these  regulations 
are  included  at  the  end  of  the  -^edical  Officer  of 
Health* s  Annual  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  L.  BARKER, 

Engineer  &  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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